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1 . I APPRECIATE VERY MUCH THE THOROUGH LOOK AT THIS PROBLEM 
INHERENT IN THE INFORMATION PROVIDED TO ME IN REFTEL (STATE 
017807). WHILE OUR CURRENT THINKING RUNDS ALONG THE LINES OE 
UNHINGING THE HEAVY LIET HELICOPTERS FROM THE STUDY EOR 
REASONS ALREADY PROVIDED, WE WOULD HAVE NO OBJECTION TO 
CONTINUING TO LOOK AT THE SITUATION IN THAT CONTEXT, 
PARTICULARLY SINCE PROBLEM OE MANNIBG THE HELICOPTERS WILL 
NECESSARILY BE INVOLVED. WE WOULD LIIK EORWARD 

TO AN EARLY RESOLUTION OFTHE QUESTION OF HELICOPTER RELEASE 
AND A GO AHEAD ON THE STUDY SO THAT WE WILL KNOW WHERE IT 
IS POSSIBLE TO GO FROM HERE. ALREADY A NUMBER OE KEY JAF 
OFFICERS HAVE SPOKEN TO US EAVORABLY ABOUT THE IDEA OF A STUDY. 

2. DOD'S JUDGEMENT ABOUT ABSORPTIVE CAPACITIES IS 
PROBABLY BASED ON EUCOM RECOMMENDATION WHICH PROVIDED 
FOR A MAXIMUM OF SIX HELICOPTERS. THE MILITARY PORTION OF 
THIS MISSION, AND AT PRESENT THE RJAE COMMANDER 

(PLEASE PROTECT AND DO NOT QUOTE), TOOK THE TIME 
FACTOR INTO ACCOUNT AND RECOMMENDED 12 PROVIDED THEY 
COULD BE TIME-PHASED OVER 2-4 YEARS AND EUNDED ENTIRELY 
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POSITION WHICH PUTS THE EMPHASIS ON TIME AS POOPOSED TO 
A FLAT NUMBER. IN THIS WAY THEY PROBABLY COULD HANDLE 
12, AS WELL AS 12 COBRAS, BUT THIS WOULD STILL REQUIRE 
DISPOSAL OP 12 OF PRESENT HELICOPTER FLEET. WE BELIEVE 
THAT IN ANY APPROACH TO THE JORDANIANS WE WHOULD NOT BE 
MESMERIZED BY THE TOTAL NUMBER BUT SHOULD LIIK AT THE 
QUESTION OF AN INITIAL INCREMENT WITH AN OPEN MIND ABOUT 
THE TIME PHASED UTILIZATION OF SUBSEQUENT AIRCRAFT UP 
TO A LEVEL WHICH MEETS THE MILITARY REQUIREMENTS AS WE 
AND JORDANIANS ARE ABLE TO DEVELOP A COMMON VIEW OF 
SUCH. 

3. 1 AM AT THIS POINT PARTICULARLY DISTURBED BY THE 
INDICATION THAT MUNITIOONS CONTROL ON THE BASIS OF THE 
THINKING IN REFTEL MIGHT BE PREPARED TO GO AHEAD AND 
LICENSE THE SALE OF UP TO 6 AIRCRAFT. AT A TIME WHEN 
THE KING MAY BE FACING A FIGT OF 12, SUCH A PREMATURE 
DECISION COULD QUITE POSSIBLY PUSH HIM PURTHER TOWARD 
THE SOVIETS SINCE IT WOULD APPEAR TO BE THE "LAST WORD" 
FROM THE US. IN ADDITION, WHILE 6 MAY BE THE APPROPRIATE 
NUMBER FOR ANY INITIAL BUY, (AND WE WOULD HOPE ANY 
FUTURE LICENSING IF IT MUST BE ON THAT BASIS WOULD 
MAKE THAT CLEAR), ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT MIGHT WELL BE 
ABSORBED OVER TIME, AND A FINAL FIGURE IN TERMS OF 
SOME AGREEMENT ABOUT THE FULL REQUIREMENT IN MILITARY 
TERMS WOULD BE PREJUDICED AT LEAST INITIALLY BY SUCH 
A DECISION. PINALLY IP KING AND RIFAI ARE REALLY 
BARGAINING WITH US, IT WOULD SEEM TO BE TO BE BETTER 
AT THIS POINT NOT TO PROVIDE THEM WITH ANY INFORMATION 
UNTIL WE SEE WHERE ISSUE IS LIKELY TO BE GOING ON THE 
OTHER SIDE OF THE QUESTION - WITH THE SOVIETS. 
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